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On October 2, 2022, the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon
opened Resilience–A Sansei Sense 
of Legacy, an exciting exhibition 
of work by eight widely acclaimed 
Japanese American artists working 
in a variety of mediums. These 
activist artists reference both iconic 
Japanese cultural symbols and 
the trauma their family members ex-
perienced during World War II incar-
ceration in their work. Included in the 
exhibit are Kristine Aono, Reiko Fujii, 
Wendy Maruyama, Lydia Nakashima 
Degarrod, Tom Nakashima, Roger 
Shimomura, Na Omi Judy Shintani, 
and Jerry Takigawa.

JAMO was honored to bring one of 
the exhibition’s featured artists, Tom 
Nakashima, to Portland during 
the opening week of the show. 
Tom shared his family history, artistic 
practice, and sense of humor with 
museum visitors, volunteers, and staff. 
A great teacher, Tom led a two-day 
printmaking workshop Tuesday and 
Wednesday for students at Pacific 
Northwest College of Art’s print studio 
with the help of printmaking profes-
sor Yoshihiro Kitai. Nakashima often 
uses the classic copper plate etch-
ing technique to create images of 
contaminated nuclear energy sites, 
a subject matter he has spent much 
of his career exploring. He regaled 
the students with stories from his life 
as an artist throughout the day as he 
went through the painstaking process 
of tracing a drawing onto a copper 

plate, immersing the plate 
into an acid bath, and 
finally running it through a 
press to print onto paper.

During his visit, Tom also 
attended the Friends of 
JAMO opening reception. 
On Sunday, he gave an art-
ist talk at the Oregon Jewish 
Museum and Center for 
Holocaust Education and 
then a talk at Ikoi no Kai 
on Friday. A breakfast was 
held in his honor at the 
Oregon Historical Society 
on Thursday. 

Tom did not grow up in 
Portland, but his grandpar-
ents lived here for many 
years, and he has fam-
ily members living in the 
area. His uncle was Ted 
Nakashima, and his cousin 
is Vicki Nakashima, both 
well-known in the local 
Japanese American com-
munity. We welcomed this 
opportunity to get to know 
Tom better and connect 
with the wider reach of the 
Nakashima family.

Resilience–A Sansei Sense of 
Legacy will be on view through 
Friday, December 23, 2022. 
Visit us during our extended hours 
through the end of the exhibition. 
Go to jamo.org for details.

Top: Tom Nakashima discussing a 
newly printed work at Pacific Northwest 
College of Art

Below: Exhibition view of 
Resilience–A Sansei Sense of Legacy

Our Week with Our Week with 

Tom NakashimaTom Nakashima
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r As we near the end of 
2022, I am reflecting 
on major changes and 
losses. In early February, 
the museum shut down 
as the latest coronavirus 
spike hit Portland and our 
community. Over this year, 
many of us lost beloved 
family and community 
members. We’ve seen 
some improvements to 

the conditions in Old Town, but attendance 
and participation continue to be impacted. 
And we are still working through a leadership 
transition from our beloved retired executive 
director, Lynn Fuchigami Parks. Through it all, 
we’ve leaned on the values and strengths 
that have seen our community through even 
tougher times. Using the examples of our 
elders, we’ve demonstrated resilience, 
creativity, and most importantly, coming 
together to face challenges.

In this 80th year anniversary of Executive 
Order 9066, we have achieved some 
remarkable things:

• An official apology from The Oregonian 
acknowledging the harm caused by their 
biased coverage during the World War II era.

• A celebration ceremony and permanent 
designation of the Oregon Nisei Veterans World 

War II Memorial Highway.

• Contribution of soil from the Portland tem-
porary detention center to the Irei National 
monument and participation in the memorial 
ceremony in Los Angeles.

• A proposal for reimagining the Portland Expo 
Center as a site of memory and interpretation 
for the over 3,600 local Nikkei residents 
detained there 80 years ago.

• Development of education materials, tours, 
and a video sharing the story of a thriving 
Nihonmachi (Japantown) prior to 1942.

• Programming, films, and art exhibitions 
focusing on the contributions of Nikkei women, 
elders, artists, and families.

• Partnerships with cultural and community-
based organizations to revitalize Old Town and 
combat anti-Asian bias.

In the coming year, we look forward to expand-
ing our audiences, sharing our stories, and edu-
cating through our values. We know we can be 
successful as we rely on our dedicated and 
experienced staff, our generous and engaged 
Board and donors, and the cultivation of new 
friends and allies.  

Wishing you safe and joyous holidays,
—Mark Takiguchi
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s In January, the Living Arts program will turn the Japanese American Museum of 
Oregon’s rotating gallery into a space for active community building and art making:

     InterACT!: The Art of Creating Together
     Opening January 2023
     Visiting Artists Events January 21 and 22
     Closing Celebration February 2

This interactive exhibit will include workshops featuring art and activism, performances, 
book talks, and a rare visit by national artists Nobuko Miyamoto and traci kato-kiriyama. 
Our special guests will be here January 21 and 22, bringing their talents and inspiration 
to our Portland community. Be on the lookout for more details and announcements 
soon, and plan on participating at the museum in the new year!



The Oregonian Apologizes
You may have heard about the recent apology from 
The Oregonian for its history of supporting racist and 
biased coverage of many groups including Japanese 
Americans. I was fortunate to be in attendance on 
October 6 at a meeting for visiting artist Tom Nakashima 
at the Oregon Historical Society (OHS). It was a meet 
and greet for folks from the Portland Art Museum, OHS, 
and other area institutions, including The Oregonian. 
Tom’s cousin, Vicki Nakashima, a local resident, was 
there and shared an editorial written by her father, Ted, 
and published in the New Republic in 1942. His essay 
detailed the horrific conditions at the Puyallup deten-
tion center in Washington. At the time, The Oregonian 
published an editorial refuting and dismissing his claims. 
We have a copy of that newspaper in our collection at 
the Japanese American Museum of Oregon, which we 
brought to this meeting to provide the historical record.  

Terese Bottomly, editor for The Oregonian, was present 
in addition to reporter Rob Davis and photographer 
Beth Nakamura. As we discussed the incident and Tom’s 
artwork based on the original letter, Terese stood up and 
addressed Vicki and Tom directly, apologizing on behalf 
of The Oregonian. It was a surprising and powerful mo-
ment; the room fell silent. Chisao Hata, Creative Director 
of the Living Arts Program at JAMO, had set up this gath-
ering, but none of us knew this was going to happen. 
The apology came too late for Vicki’s father, Tom’s fam-

ily, my parents, and so many others who have passed 
on, but it opens up a space for healing and unburden-
ing the weight of this historical hurt. I am still processing 
the magnitude of this acknowledgement. I encourage 
everyone to read the Publishing Prejudice series in The 
Oregonian and invite you to see Tom’s work at JAMO 
to better understand this dark chapter when the news 
media sided with power and fear instead of justice. 

—Mark Takiguchi

Exhibition Opens February 18, 2023
Second generation Japanese American (Nisei) soldiers 
played a pivotal role in supporting the U.S. war effort 
during World War II. A Long Road to Travel focuses on 
the often arduous journey these soldiers undertook to 
serve their country, overcome prejudice at home, and 

achieve recognition for their 
heroism. Expanding on the 
Oregon Historical Society’s What 
if Heroes Were Not Welcome 
Home, this exhibition will explore 
these important stories and 
encourage thoughtful reflection 
from visitors, asking them to con-
sider what they would have done 
in the same situation.
 
A Long Road to Travel opened 
last August at the History Museum 
of Hood River County in conjunc-
tion with the dedication of the 

Oregon Nisei Veterans World War II Memorial Highway, 
a 41-mile scenic roadway from the Columbia River to 
Mt. Hood. Opening February 18, 2023, at the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon, the exhibition will include 
additional artifacts from JAMO’s permanent collection.
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Chisao Hata, Vicki Nakashima, and Tom Nakashima with 
The Oregonian article that disputes Ted Nakashima’s first-hand 
account of conditions at the Puyallup Assembly Center.
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As of this writing, I have been at the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon for four months! There 
were a few weeks at the start where I felt like I was
trying to swim through a tidal wave while learning the 
systems of a new position so different from my previous 
role as a classroom teacher. I still have a lot to learn, 
but now that I feel more settled, I’ve been able to take 
on projects such as:

• Collaborating with the Minidoka National Historic Site 
to develop a place-based teacher workshop for 
summer 2023.

• Assembling an Educator Advisory Committee to 
guide and pilot new curricular materials and inform 
museum programming.

• Creating docent study guides for our current 
Resilience exhibition and the Nisei Veterans exhibitions 
at both the History Museum of Hood River County and 
the Japanese American Museum of Oregon. 

• Organizing events and workshops with our partners in 
the neighborhood cultural district.

• Expanding our virtual program offerings.

• Revitalizing the docent program.

Expanding the docent team was a clear priority when 
I joined the museum. Docents are volunteer educators 
who lead tours of the museum and Plaza or visit student 
and adult groups across Oregon. Over the last few 

months, I have had discussions with mentors here and 
other nearby institutions, read new literature from mu-
seum educators, and attended the Western Museums 
Association Conference, all of which have given me in-
sight into the ways museums are updating their docent 
programs to meet current needs. 

There is a major shift underway in the museum field to 
create more accessible docent training and participa-
tion models. I am now assembling an advisory commit-
tee of existing docents to guide the creation of a new 
model of training that takes these best practices into 
account.

We would love to have you join the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon docent team! If you 
are interested in learning more, please contact me 
at elissa@jamo.org.

—Elissa Dingus

The museum has hosted multiple educator-focused free 
days and tours in 2022, preparing teachers to include 

Japanese American history in their classrooms.

The Omiyage holiday pop-up shop The Omiyage holiday pop-up shop 

is now open through December 23is now open through December 23RDRD

 Thursday through Sunday, 11am to 3pm

With additional holiday hours Tuesday, December 20 

and wednesday, December 21, 11 am to 3 pm

Located inside the Japanese American Museum of Oregon

mailto:elissa@jamo.org
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One of the Japanese American Museum of Oregon’s most impor-
tant long-term projects is to ensure that the Portland Expo Center 
remains accessible as a site of conscience and interpretation. 
As Metro seeks to redevelop the property, we have been working 
diligently with them and other decision makers to ensure that our 
community stewards the future of Hall A and the surrounding lands. 
This site is one of the few remaining structures used to unjustly detain 
people of Japanese descent under horrible conditions in 1942.

Over 3,600 Japanese Americans were held for months before being 
shipped off to more permanent incarceration centers. The Portland 
Assembly Center, as it was known then, contains the history, pain, and 
lasting trauma of this rupture in our community, and that’s why the 
site was selected for the first Oregon Day of Remembrance in 1979.  
Since then, JAMO and partner organizations such as Vanport Mosaic 
have held regular programs in Hall A to remember, memorialize, and 
advocate for justice.

Our recent proposal to Metro was drafted in partnership with com-
munity members and other stakeholder organizations and we will 
continue to advocate vigorously for the necessity of preserving the 

Expo Center Updates

Top left:
Images from 2017 & 2022 memorial events at the 
Expo Center. Photograph on left by Rich Iwasaki

Bottom left:
Portland temporary detention center men’s 
dorm, 1942. Courtesy Army Signal Corps

Top right:
Valerie Otani and Voices of Remembrance. 
Photograph by R. Okamoto 

Voices of Remembrance 

Returns in 2025
If you have been out to the Expo Center 
MAX station recently, you may have 
noticed the absence of Voices of 
Remembrance, the artwork by Valerie 
Otani that was installed as a memorial 
to the Japanese American families 
who were held here in 1942. TriMet is cur-
rently managing the restoration of the torii 
gates, which were damaged by water 
and exposure over the 11 years since 
they were installed. They are employing 
woodworkers trained in traditional 
Japanese carpentry to carve new 
timbers for the gates and plan to have 
them back in place in 2025.

site. We are calling for a permanent inter-
pretive center to provide education, en-
gagement, and most importantly, a space 
for healing and reflection. The current 
building has many restoration needs, a re-
sult of years of poor maintenance. We are 
looking for support from governmental and 
other agencies who recognize the unique 
nature of this site and value its importance. 
The legacies of our families and friends will 
remain front of mind as we are driven by a 
vision of a cultural resource that will serve 
our community for generations to come.  
We are committed and hopeful as we 
begin this winding and long path.
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With gratitude 
to our donors

June 1 through october 31, 2022

DONORS  $1,000–$4,999
Sato Hashizume
Jana Iwasaki
Mary Anne Joyce 
     & Catha Loomis
Wynn & Traci Kiyama
Shigeo & May Oka
David J. Pollock
Christopher Rauschenberg

BENEFACTORS  $500–999
Blackburn/Dillon Family Fund  
     at Schwab Charitable
Diane Sayrizi
Robert & Lynette Sunamoto
Kirk Tambara
Homer Yasui
Cherie Yokota

GOLD PATRONS  $250–$499
Martin Doern
Ikebana International
Hiroshi & Janie 
     Matsushima Family
Mako Hayashi-Mayfield 
     & Stan Mayfield
Darren Nakata
D. Ryugo Family
Betty Young

PATRONS  $100–249
Paul Ase
Susan Boulot
Margaret Brady
Robert & Noriko Dozono
Sho & Loen Dozono
Gwen & Tom Dulley
Sean Egusa
Susan Endecott
DF Forister
Don Hachiya

James Hashimoto
Donald Hayashi
Julie Hirai
Michael Hosokawa
Kenneth Irinaga
Ron & Linda Iwasaki
Enoch Kanaya
Joyce Hasegawa Kesterson  
     & Ted R. Kesterson
Joyce Kikkawa
Kiko Kimura
Jacob & Shanna Kuramoto
Jeff Matsumoto
Casey Mills 
     & Carmen Calzacorta
Hank Mishima
Joseph & Marty Moreau
James Nakadate
Neil Nakadate
Paul Nishizaki
Joyce Olsen
Al & Eileen Ono

Mark Sakagami
June & Stan Shiigi
Ryo Shohara
Marilyn & Jeff Sholian
Curtis & 
     Mary Ann Suyematsu
Clifford Takemoto
Kathryn Tanaka
Janet Thibault
Sue & Rick Tortorello
Yasuyo Tsunemine
Naomi Tsurumi
Kathleen Walsh
Laura Warren
Lin & Rusty Wolfe
Nicholas Yamamuro
Lise Yasui
Maija & Philip Yasui
Kyoko Zuch

SPONSORS  $50–99
Sara Behrman & F. X. Rosica
Karen Boyle
Ben Chaney
Paulette Watanabe 
     & Larry Crawshaw
Jennifer Denekas 
     & Aaron Horowitz
Christine Enberg
Mac & Margo Erickson
Eric Gleason 
     & Jacqueline Cheung
Susan Hirata

Mike Iseri
Lois Moss & Terry Ishida
Charles Jenkins
Wayne & Karen Kanemasu
Kim Kono & Randy Choy
Chip & Setsy Larouche
Julianne & Dan Miura
Susan Omura
Debra Oyamada
Ellen & Robert Sasamoto
Marie Schumacher
Anne Shimojima
Kenji Spielman
Holli Takahashi
Ernest & Ruth Ann Tsukuda
Gayle Yamasaki
Barbara Yasui
Jerry & Cindy Yoshitomi
Roy & Tracey Yotsuuye

SUPPORTERS  Up to $49
Diane Ando Harder
Tara Asai
Shelley Baker-Gard
Carla Basom
Valerie Basom
Robert Caragher
Nancy Clayton
Kay Endo
Akiko Erwin
Lynn Geis
Lynn & Scott Grannan
C. Michael Gray

Michael Griggs
Sean Gunn
Curt Hayashi
Marisa Hirata
Gary Imanishi
Fude Kagawa
Alice A. Kida
Arlene Kimura
Jerry Koike
Michiko Kornhauser
Eileen Lamphere
Karen Liao
Mitzi Asai Loftus
Joan Macfarlane
Jane Maynard
Ken Miyasako
Vicki Nakashima
Martha Neumann
Susan Okada
Janice Okamoto
Karl Pölm-Faudré
Carole Remme
Debra Shimamoto
Ashlie Snider
Naomi Strauss
Candace & Charlie Strohm
Kenneth Sumida
Jean Tateishi
Lewis & Jean Tomita
Sharon Yasui-Carrell
Charlene Yogi
Iden Zaima

On Sunday, Novem-
ber 20, 2022, at 
the Western Forestry 
Center we came 
together to celebrate 
Lynn Fuchigami Parks 
and her service, 
vision, leadership, 
and decade of 
dedication. Commu-
nity members, lead-
ers of organizations, 
politicians, and a 
broad representation 
of people influenced 
and inspired by Lynn 
over the years toast-
ed and praised her 

unique style of leadership and genuine ability to con-
nect people, ideas, and action. Through her vision and 
undaunting service, she led the former Oregon Nikkei 
Endowment into a rebranding process to become the 
Japanese American Museum of Oregon. Because of 
her genuine belief in history, legacy, and cultural integ-

rity she led the way to create a new permanent home, 
and made it happen during a global pandemic! The 
heart of historic Nihonmachi was in what is now known 
as Old Town, and it was imperative to her and others 
that we uplift, remember, and honor the community 
that thrived here.

The vision of the Japanese American Historical Plaza 
led to the need for an Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, 
which led to the dream of a beautiful new home for 
the Japanese American Museum of Oregon at Naito 
Center. As a community, we are inspired by the legacy 
Lynn Fuchigami Parks leaves for us.

Thank you, Lynn, for sharing, teaching, leading, and 
believing in our community, and the importance of 
protecting and sharing Japanese American history 
and stories. 

Thank you for building a home where we can thrive, 
protect, and uplift our story of America.

Thank you for continuing to share your heart, ambition, 
and beauty with all of us! 

Thank You, Lynn Fuchigami ParksThank You, Lynn Fuchigami Parks
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&memorial
   tribute
gifts june 1 through 

0ctober 31, 2022

Welcome to new and renewing 
Friends of the Japanese American 
Museum of Oregon

june 1 through  october 31, 2022

On August 13, we gathered in Hood River to celebrate 
the rededication of Highway 35 as the Oregon Nisei 
Veterans World War II Memorial Highway. We were able 
to honor, in person, four Nisei veterans and three widows 
of Nisei veterans plus descendants, family members, 
and community. Thank you to all who made this 
happen: donors, organizers, and members of the 
advisory committee, including American Legion Hood 

River Post 22, Japanese American Museum of Oregon, 
Oregon Nisei Veterans, Portland Japanese American 
Citizens League, and The History Museum of Hood River 
County, with support from The Bend Heroes Foundation. 
Be sure to enjoy this beautiful stretch of roadway some-
time soon and see for yourselves the new signs com-
memorating our vets!

Dedication of the Oregon Nisei Veterans Memorial HighwayDedication of the Oregon Nisei Veterans Memorial Highway

Image courtesy of Rich Iwasaki

BENEFACTOR
Wynn & Traci Kiyama
Homer Yasui

PATRON
Diane Sayrizi
Robert & Lynette Sunamoto
Cherie Yokota

FAMIILY
Paul Ase
Susan Boulot
Margaret Brady
Paulette Watanabe 
   & Larry Crawshaw
Robert & Noriko Dozono
Sho & Loen Dozono
Gwen & Tom Dulley
Sean Egusa
DF Forister
Don Hachiya
James Hashimoto
Donald Hayashi
Julie Hirai
Kenneth Irinaga
Joyce Hasegawa Kesterson  
   & Ted R. Kesterson
Kiko Kimura
Jacob & Shanna Kuramoto
Janie Matsushima
Mako Hayashi-Mayfield 
   & Stan Mayfield
Casey Mills 
   & Carmen Calzacorta
Joseph & Marty Moreau
James Nakadate
Neil Nakadate
Paul Nishizaki
Joyce Olsen
Mark Sakagami

June & Stan Shiigi
Marilyn & Jeff Sholian
Curtis & 
   Mary Ann Suyematsu
Clifford Takemoto
Janet Thibault
Sue & Rick Tortorello
Yasuyo Tsunemine
Naomi Tsurumi
Lin & Rusty Wolfe
Lise Yasui
Maija & Philip Yasui
Kyoko Zuch

COUPLE
Sara Behrman & F. X. Rosica
Jennifer Denekas 
   & Aaron Horowitz
Mac & Margo Erickson
Eric Gleason 
   & Jacqueline Cheung
Lois Moss & Terry Ishida
Kim Kono & Randy Choy
Chip & Setsy Larouche
Ellen & Robert Sasamoto
Ernest & Ruth Ann Tsukuda
Jerry & Cindy Yoshitomi
Roy & Tracey Yotsuuye

INDIVIDUAL
Karen Boyle
Ben Chaney
Lynn & Scott Grannan
Susan Hirata
Mike Iseri
Charles Jenkins
Susan Omura
Debra Oyamada
Marie Schumacher
Anne Shimojima
Holli Takahashi
Barbara Yasui

SENIOR
Diane Ando Harder
Tara Asai
Shelley Baker-Gard
Carla Basom
Valerie Basom
Robert Caragher
Nancy Clayton
Christine Enberg
Akiko Erwin
Lynn Geis
C. Michael Gray
Michael Griggs
Curt Hayashi
Michael Hosokawa

Gary Imanishi
Fude Kagawa
Enoch Kanaya
Wayne & Karen Kanemasu
Arlene Kimura
Jerry Koike
Michiko Kornhauser
Eileen Lamphere
Mitzi Asai Loftus
Joan Macfarlane
Jane Maynard
Vicki Nakashima
Martha Neumann
Susan Okada
Janice Okamoto
Karl Pölm-Faudré
Carole Remme
Debra Shimamoto
Naomi Strauss
Candace & Charlie Strohm
Jean Tateishi
Sharon Yasui-Carrell
Charlene Yogi
Iden Zaima

EDUCATOR
Sean Gunn
Marisa Hirata
Karen Liao

In memory of Ace & Alice Hiromura 
Kay Endo

In memory of Al Abe 
Susan Endecott

In memory of George Nakata 
Julianne & Dan Miura
Darren Nakata

In memory of Ko Ota 
Hiroshi & Janie Matsushima Family

In memory of George Katagiri 
Enoch Kanaya

In memory of Jane Sugihara 
Nicholas Yamamuro
Ron & Linda Iwasaki
Jana Iwasaki

In memory of Rose Namba 
Alice A. Kida
Lewis & Jean Tomita

In memory of Frank Tanaka 
Hiroshi & Janie Matsushima Family

In memory of Miyuki Yasui 
Homer Yasui

In memory of Kazuo & Emiko Kikkawa 
Joyce Kikkawa

In memory of Ben Nakamura 
Jana Iwasaki

In memory of Ken Kawazoe 
Hiroshi & Janie Matsushima Family

In memory of Lillian Nishizaki and Velma Sato 
Paul Nishizaki

In memory of Mary Chaney Toribara 
Ben Chaney

In memory of Alice Miyake Hosokawa 
Michael Hosokawa

In memory of Otokichi “Harry” and Lucy Hisa Hashimoto 
James Hashimoto

In memory of Seitaro & Shikiye Shimojima 
Anne Shimojima



Marie Hashimoto 
The Japanese American Museum of Oregon 
was lucky to have Marie Hashimoto as a 
summer intern this year. She helped out 
in archives, especially with research and 
digitizing the collection. 

Where are you from? Why brought you 
to Portland?

I was born and raised in Kailua, Hawai’i, 
and came here to study history at the 
University of Portland.  

What brought you to the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon?

When I’ve had open-ended assignments for 
school, I’ve gravitated towards Japanese 
American history. I’m particularly interested 
in how incarceration exists in the historical 
memory–how it is discussed and remem-
bered in both academia and the public 
sector. I visited JAMO last year and enjoyed 
the exhibits and used the research library a 
little bit. I was looking for an internship that 
connects with my major and is something 
I am passionate about.

What is your research about?

My thesis is focused on Japanese American 
resettlement in Portland after incarceration, 
beginning at the end of 1944 through 1950 

or so—the immediate period after camps closed. For 
those that decided to come back to Portland, how did 
they rebuild their lives? Most of the scholarship tends to 
focus on incarceration, but it’s important to understand 
what happened after. People had to pick up the pieces 
of their lives—how did that process of 
rebuilding actually happen?

I’ve primarily been looking at the work that was done on 
the Coming Home exhibition about 10 years ago, which 
contained many oral histories on the postwar years. I’ve 
also been looking at the Hirahara Collection for pho-
tographs of social life in Portland from 1948-1952 and 
looking for any mentions of social clubs that were 
started. I’m using a lot of newspaper articles, mostly 
from The Oregonian, to gauge public opinion—how 
resettlement is being discussed by the editors but also 
any letters from the public.

What will you do next?

I’m currently a senior in the process of writing my 
thesis on postwar Nikkei resettlement in Portland, which 
is based primarily on sources I was able to access 
because of this internship. After graduation, I will be 
taking a gap year, and then hopefully working towards 
my PhD in history. 

Thank you Marie for bringing your skills and curiosity 
to JAMO!

There are many ways to volunteer at the Japanese 
American Museum of Oregon. We are currently most in 
need of docents and greeters. Visit jamo.org/volunteer or 
email us at info@jamo.org to find out more.
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It took a historic event to redress the trauma of the past. 
It took a spiritual ceremony designed with clarity of pur-
pose to gracefully begin a long awaited generational 
healing process rooted in tradition, prayer, community, 
and ancestry to understand the power of acknowledge-
ment and deep reverence for past wrongs committed 
to our families.

I was one of several hundred who represented the 
75 sites where Japanese Americans were incarcer-
ated during World War II. We gathered for dinner at the 
Japanese American National Museum’s plaza in Los 
Angeles on Friday evening, September 23. On Saturday, 
the well-choreographed event led us, with a religious 
leader alongside, to form a procession from the historic 
Nishi Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. This was the site where 
Japanese Americans in Los Angeles had to gather 
(most likely my dad was there) before being taken to as-
sembly centers and eventually to the “internment sites.” 
A large tree watched over all of us as we assembled–
the same tree that watched as our parents’ and grand-
parents’ lives were taken away.

The Buddhist ceremony was familiar: the chanting and 
incense burning is in our blood–in our memories of wed-
dings, funerals, and Obon gatherings. One by one, we 
approached the sacred book of names, bowed, and 

touched a single tile embedded in the first page of the 
book. This tile contains soil from the 75 sites; more tiles 
will be used to create a glass sculpture that will be per-
manently displayed at the Japanese American National 
Museum. We then placed our sotoba (wooden boards) 
with our site’s soil in a line together. The ceremony took 
us through four gates: The Gate of the Past, The Gate of 
Wood: Consoling Spirits in the Book of Names; The Gate 
of Fire: Activating the Ceramic Artifact; The Gate of 
Earth: Offering Tablets and Soil; and The Gate of Metal: 
Strength in Exile.

On Sunday, I stamped the hanko for my grandfather, 
mother, and father with my cousin, who lives in L.A., at 
my side. My hands would not stop shaking as I felt I was 
stamping for them, not me. The tears were overwhelm-
ing, and the cathartic experience will live with me for-
ever. I encourage everyone to go to L.A. this year, find 
your family, mark the Ireicho, and stay informed about 
the two-year evolution of this national monument.

Those of us from Portland represented several other 
sites and roles in the Ireicho. We are planning an online 
event where we can share our experiences soon.

—Chisao Hata, 
Representing the Portland Assembly Center

Irei:
Ceremony and project led by Rev. Duncan Ryuken Williams and the USC Shinso Ito Center

National Monument for the 
WWII Japanese American Incarceration

The sotoba with jars of soil from 
each site of detention. 
Photograph by Tracy Kumono

Procession of representatives of each site of detention. 
Photograph by Tracy Kumono

Chisao stamps the Ireicho book 
of names
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COLLECTIONS

Retired U.S. Army Col. Jimmie Kanaya passed away on 
November 7, 2019. His military career spanned three 
decades and three wars. He was born in Clackamas, 
Oregon, in 1920 to Issei parents and joined the Army in 
April 1941. After Pearl Harbor, he was moved further inland 
outside of the military’s “exclusion zone” for people of 
Japanese descent. He was briefly allowed to return home 
to help his parents pack up and sell their belongings be-
fore their forced removal to the Portland temporary deten-
tion center and later the Minidoka concentration camp. 
Jimmie Kanaya continued his training at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, joining the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 
the military’s segregated unit of Nisei soldiers.

The 442nd RCT were sent to Italy 
as replacements for the heavily 
wounded 100th Infantry Battalion 
in June 1944. The December 23, 
1944, issue of the Minidoka 
Irrigator featured an article on 
Lt. Kanaya’s Silver Star award for 
bravery in saving the lives of his 
fellow soldiers while under enemy 
bombardment. At the time of the 
article, he had been a German 
prisoner of war for two months. Dur-
ing an escape attempt in April 1945, 
he smuggled these two butter knives 
through the gates of Oflag XIIIB, a 
POW camp outside of Nuremberg, 
and buried them under a tree. When 
he was finally released after the end 
of World War II, Lt. Kanaya rejoined his 
parents in Chicago. In July 1953, he 
returned to Germany and retrieved the 
knives from where he had buried them.  

In remembrance of her husband’s heroic 
deeds, Lynn Kanaya, Jimmie’s wife of 17 
years, donated these knives and numer-
ous other family and military records to the 
Japanese American Museum of Oregon. 
We thank her for this donation that honors 
the legacy of Jimmie Kanaya.

Honoring a 

Hero’s Legacy

Above:
Jimmie Kanaya is 
promoted to Second 
Lieutenant by Mark W. 
Clark, Lieutenant 
General, USA 
Commanding Fifth Army 
on September 2nd,1944. 
Gift of Lynn Kanaya

Near left:
A December 23, 1944 
article in the Minidoka 
Irrigator announcing 
that Lt. Jimmie Kanaya 
was taken prisoner 
while fighting in 
northeastern France. 
Gift of Kimi Tambara

Far left:
Jimmie Kanaya 
smuggled these knives 
out of Oflag XIIIB, a 
German prisoner of 
war camp, during an 
escape attempt. 
Gift of Lynn Kanaya
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Yes, i want to join !          
My support will help ensure that the history, art and culture of the Nikkei 
are preserved and shared with the community for generations to come.

Student
Senior (62+)
Individual
Couple
Family (up to 5 members)
Patron
Benefactor

Check Enclosed (Please make payable to JAMO)                   My Company Will Match My Gift

      Visa | MasterCard | AmericanExpress | Discover                                                                            Expiration                          CVV#  

      Signature

Name

Address

Phone

You can help reduce the cost of postage and the amount of paper we use by electing to receive your future newsletters from us 
electronically. Please indicate choice when you sign up as a new or renewing Friend of the Japanese American Museum of Oregon.

Mail to: Japanese American Museum of Oregon | 411 NW Flanders Street | Portland, Oregon 97209

Partner Name

City | State | Zip 

E-mail

$30
$35
$50
$75
$100
$500
$1,000

Special Educator Rate: $35 
Special invitations to educator events, 
discounts on workshops, curriculum, 
and resource materials

Send Newsletters by Email               Regular Mail

Have you considered putting 
the Japanese American 
Museum of Oregon in your will?

you can also Join online at jamo.org/join

save the datessave the dates
December 23
Resilience–A Sansei Sense of Legacy closes

January 13 
InterACT!: The Art of Creating Together starts

January 21 
Surviving Japanese American Incarceration: 
A Conversation and Book Discussion, 
part of the Multnomah County Library’s 
Everybody Reads program

January 21 and 22 
Artists Nobuko Miyamoto and 
traci kato-kiriyama visit JAMO

February 2 
InterAct!: The Art of Creating Together 
First Thursday Celebration 

February 17 
Friends of JAMO preview for 
A Long Road to Travel

February 18 
A Long Road to Travel: The Service of 
Japanese American Soldiers in WWII opens

http://jamo.org/join


board of directors
Connie Masuoka, DMD, President
Matt Tsugawa, Treasurer
Raynette Yoshida, Secretary
Cynthia Basye
Jana Iwasaki
Rich Iwasaki
Brian Kimura
Karen Nashiwa
Rod Saiki
Curtis Suyematsu
Ted Takamura

Thursday through Sunday 
11 AM to 3 PM

Adults: $8
Seniors (62+): $6
Students: $5

Children 11 & under and
Friends of JAMO: Free

Telephone: 503.224.1458

E-mail: info@jamo.org

Website: www.jamo.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
PORTLAND OR

PERMIT NO. 3482

411 NW Flanders Street
Portland, OR 97209

Change Service Requested

Additional Days: 
Tuesday, December 20 
and Wednesday, December 21 
11 AM to 3 PM

The Museum Will Be Closed:
Saturday, December 24
Sunday, December 25
Sunday, January 1

Please take note of our holiday schedulePlease take note of our holiday schedule

staff
Mark Takiguchi, 
Interim Deputy Director

Lucy Capehart, 
Director of Collections and Exhibits

Elissa Dingus, 
Director of Education and Engagement

Chisao Hata, 
Creative Director, Living Arts Program

Kiyo Endecott, Office Manager

James Rodgers, Project Coordinator

Erin Schmith, Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator

mailto:info@jamo.org
http://www.jamo.org

