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The Japanese American Museum of Oregon celebrated 
our grand opening with a virtual celebration on May 6, 
2021. We welcomed our first visitors a week later on 
May 13th!

If you missed our virtual opening, you can link to the re-
cording on the front page of our website (www.jamo.org).

Come see our beautiful new space and powerful new 
exhibits at Naito Center—411 NW Flanders Street in Portland, 
Oregon. Highlights of the new exhibitions include a recre-
ation of a Minidoka barrack featuring historic wood from 
the Minidoka post office, Minoru Yasui’s actual jail cell 
from the old Multnomah County Jail where he spent nine 
months in solitary confinement, and the Minidoka interac-
tive touch screen where you can search by family name 
and see the location of where incarcerees lived. 

We’re open Fridays through Sundays 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
by reservation. 

Unveiling the New Unveiling the New 
Japanese American Museum Japanese American Museum 
of Oregon at Naito Centerof Oregon at Naito Center
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This past year has been 
a historic year. Fortu-
nately for us, it will not 
be the pandemic that 
defines it, but it will 
be the year that we 
opened the new 
Japanese American 
Museum of Oregon. 

Grace, Grit and Gaman 
is the title of our opening 
exhibition in the com-
munity gallery. It shares 
the rarely revealed story 
of the grace, grit and 
gaman displayed by 
multiple generations of 
Japanese American 
women and the unique 
challenges they faced 
in their own ways, on 
their own terms and in 
their own time.
During its creation, it was 
affectionately referred 
to as the 3Gs, 
but the title aptly sums 
up what it took these 
past few years to 
open a new museum 
while navigating a 
global pandemic. 

Grace came 
in the form of 
a multitude of 
blessings, from 
the generosity of donors to the 
dignity of those that paved 
the way before us to carry us 
through. As critical elements of 
the project were achieved, we 
were delayed as a result of the 
pandemic but not derailed—we 
were indeed blessed.

Grit was the fortitude and tough-
ness to meet the challenges, 
move past the setbacks and 
continue with determination. 
Every step of the way, it was the 
grit of the generations that came 
before that inspired us.

Gaman to persevere, endure 
and overcome the hardships, 
difficulties and obstacles we 
faced. Difficult yes, but paled in 
comparison to what our country 
and what the world has been 
confronted with. 

But reflecting back, we really 
need to add a fourth “G” for 
Gratitude. Gratitude to everyone 
from our founders, volunteers, 
donors, Friends of the organiza-
tion, past and present board and 
staff, funders, collaborators and 

partners. Each and every one 
has been part of the foundation 
that the organization was built 
upon and what made it possible 
to accomplish what at times 
seemed impossible---impossible 
if not for the 4Gs that lay at the 
heart of those endeavors.

Grace, Grit, Gaman, and Grati-
tude will be the words that de-
fine this moment in time. These 
words describe what sustained 
us, inspired us, and kept us going 
during those days we were strug-
gling to catch our breath and 
move forward. It is what it 
will take to continue facing un-
certain days ahead. But of the 
four and at this point of the jour-
ney, we will be forever filled with 
gratitude to the many of you 
who made this dream of a 
community come true.

A new, vibrant museum 
experience awaits you, so 
please come visit us!

With deep gratitude,
—Lynn Fuchigami Parks
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A Fourth “G”
The first visitors welcomed 

through the doors of our 
new museum on May 14, 

2021 were (left to right)
Ken Sumida, Fran Sumida 

Palk, Akemi Takahashi and 
Tetsuro Takahashi
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EXHIBIT DESIGNERS, 
FABRICATORS, EDITORS
AldrichPears Associates, Ltd.
Bryan Potter Design
NGX Interactive
Pacific Studio
Cynthia Basye
Brian Borrello
Dale Gronso
Kurt Ikeda
Marsha Takayanagi Matthews
Linda Tamura
Emily Teraoka

SPECIAL THANKS
Architectural Resources 
Group/Maya Foty
Kristin Asai/Holland & Knight
Climate Architecture/
   Brian Kimura
Multnomah County
   Commissioner 
      Deborah Kafoury 
   Commissioner 
      Lori Stegmann
   Liz Smith Currie
Alex Naito
Steve Naito

National Parks Service, 
   Minidoka National 
      Historic Site
National Veterans Network
O’Neill Construction Group
Prosper Portland
   Kimberly Branam
   Bernie Kerosky
   Ember Breckenridge
   Wendy Wilcox
Holly Yasui

SOMETHING GRAND 
VIRTUAL OPENING CELEBRATION
Guest Emcee
Jeff Selby

Special Guest Appearances
Joni Kimoto
George Nakata
David Ono
Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum
Cathy Sampson-Kruse
Consul General Hiroaki Sato
George Takei
Rev. Andrew Uzunoe
Lisa Uzunoe
Mayor Ted Wheeler
Senator Ron Wyden

Gambatte Cast
Chisao Hata
Joni Kimoto
Wynn Kiyama
Traci Kiyama
Daniel Kiyama
Janice Okamoto
Rod Saiki
Gary Terusaki
Viola De Vigal
Marleen Wallingford
Aleena Yee

Performers
Kishi Bashi
Nobuko Miyamoto
Portland Taiko
Julian Saporiti
Ken Yoshikawa

Production
Andrea Fenton
Tarik Kaddouri
Devin Tau—No Sunshine 
Wasted
Kalia Watts

SPECIAL CREDITS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We’d like to express our sincere appreciation 
to all those who made the magic happen 
behind the scenes for our new museum and 
for the virtual opening celebration.

Yes, i want to join !          
My support will help ensure that the history, art and culture of the Nikkei are 
preserved and shared with the community for generations to come.

Student
Senior (62+)
Individual
Couple
Family (up to 5 members)
Patron
Benefactor

Check Enclosed (Please make payable to JAMO)                   My Company Will Match My Gift

      Visa | MasterCard | AmericanExpress | Discover                                                                            Expiration                          CVV#  

      Signature

Name

Address

Phone

You can help reduce the cost of postage and the amount of paper we use by electing to receive your future newsletters from us 
electronically. Please indicate choice when you sign up as a new or renewing Friend of the Japanese American Museum of Oregon.

Mail to: Japanese American Museum of Oregon | 411 NW Flanders Street | Portland, Oregon 97209

Partner Name

City | State | Zip 

E-mail

$30
$35
$50
$75
$100
$500
$1,000

Special Educator Rate: $35 
Special invitations to educator events, 
discounts on workshops, curriculum, 
and resource materials

Send Newsletters by E-mail               Regular Mail

Have you considered putting 
the Japanese American 
Museum of Oregon in your will?
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Opening with our new 
museum is Grace Grit & 
Gaman: Japanese Ameri-
can Women Through the 
Generations, an exhibit 
that shares the rarely re-
vealed story of the grace, 
grit and gaman (Japa-
nese for perseverance) 
displayed by Japanese 
American women. Cura-
tors Dr. Linda Tamura and 

Marsha Matthews explored this 
hidden history through diaries, oral 
histories and photographs from the 
Japanese American Museum of 
Oregon permanent collection and 
elsewhere. Additionally, community 
members were interviewed about 
the discrimination and stereotyp-
ing they have faced as Japanese 
American lawyers, teachers, stu-
dents, artists and businesswomen.

On June 23, from a panel discus-
sion was held on Zoom featuring Dr. 
Linda Tamura as moderator and in-
cluding Dorothy Sato, Julianne Sato 
Parker and Vicki Nakashima. See our 
website for a link to the discussion.

Grace Grit & Gaman: Japanese 
American Women Through 
the Generations 
May 7, 2021–December 31, 2021

—Lucy Capehart

Grace, Grit & Gaman: 
Japanese American Women 
through The Generations
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CORNERSTONE  $100,000+
Anne Naito-Campbell
Calvin & Mayho Tanabe
Tom & Mitsy Takeoka
Ikoi-So Community Fund
For the Obachans, Anonymous
Oregon State Legislature, 
   Cultural Resource Economic Fund

For the Obachans
Anonymous

CHAMPION  $25,000–$99,999
The Collins Foundation 
Ronald W Naito, MD Foundation

ADVANCER  $10,000–$24,999
Eric Ballinger & Corina Hughes
Community Foundation 
   for SW Washington
Japanese Ancestral Society 
   of Portland
Jana Iwasaki & Brett Waner
Japanese Ancestral Society 
   of Portland
Mark & Janet Kakishita
The Kimura Family
The Lamb-Baldwin Foundation
Peggy Nagae
Lawrence & Pam Naito
Kenneth Nitta & Heather Beecher
Joe & Toby Onchi
Masuko Oyama
Portland JACL
Arima Schumann Fund at 
   Schwab Charitable
Linda Tamura & Michael J. Lee, M.D.

In memory of Minoru Yasui, in memory 
of Michi Yasui Ando & Toshio Ando, and 
in memory of Robert Shu & Phyllis Yasui
Homer Yasui, Barbara Yasui, Lise 
Yasui, Mari Hayman, Dag Yasui, Pamela 
Canaday, Misa Sullivan, Rachel Yasui, 
Robin Yasui, The Fujikura Family, The 
Ando Family, The Emerson Family

In memory of George Ichiro Azumano
Anonymous, Jim & Lois Azumano, 
Evelyn Migaki

In memory of Walter & Yuki Fuchigami
Lynn Fuchigami Parks & Doug Parks

In honor of Dr. George S. 
   & Yoneko Hara Family
George Hara, Jr., John & Anita Hara, 
Leslie Hara Shick, Nancy Hara & Paul 
Shick, Phyllis Hara & Andrew Wilson

In memory of Takashi & Tomi Inuzuka
James & Lois Azumano, Alice Yomono, 
Phyllis Hara & Andrew Wilson, George 
Hara, Paul Shick & Nancy Hara, John 

& Anita Hara, Leslie Hara Shick, 
Ken & Anne Sano, Edwin Sano, Carol 
Kazahaya, David & Jolen Hustead, 
Beth Glosenger, Anonymous

In memory of George & Tomiko Iwasaki
John & Amy Iwasaki, James & Nancy 
Iwasaki, Sandra Iwasaki, Stanley Lokting 
& Marcia Iwasaki, Toshio Lokting, Makoto 
Lokting & Su Ngouv, Kenichi Ayub, Seiji 
Ayub & Karla Gomez, Melanie & Chris 
Cobb, Julie Iwasaki-Tenorio & Aaron 
Tenorio, Johanna & Cory Meza, Theresa 
Iwasaki, Cara Iwasaki, Kira Iwasaki

In memory of Akira “Ike” Iwasaki 
   & Mary Iwasaki
Roger, Rich, & Ellen Iwasaki

In honor of Linda Yogi
Greg, Daniel, & Sarah Seitz

In memory of Masuo & Shidzuyo Yasui
Anonymous

In honor of Roy Yamada
Russell & Sylvia Yamada

CATALYST  $5,000–$9,999
Akamatsu-Inouye-Nakayama-Families 
Susan Endecott
James Iwasaki
Rich Iwasaki
Ron & Linda Iwasaki
Sam & Marsha Naito
Kevin & Karen Oyama
Kay Kitagawa & Andy Johnson-Laird
Jere & Roy Okada
Charldene & Scott Schneier

ADVOCATE  $1,000–$4,999
Cynthia & Jack Basye
Sara Behrman & F. X. Rosica
Susan Boulot
Marilyn Crilley & George Rowbottom
Janet L. Hamada
Michael F. Hayakawa
Sally A. Hinatsu & Dave Kendall
Mary Hirahara
Eisaku & Alice Hiromura
Rita Inoway
Mary Anne Joyce & Catha Loomis
Karen Kajiwara
Joji Kappes
Dale B. Kawata
Bishop & Mrs. Zuigaku Kodachi
Michiko U. Kornhauser
Kathleen Kuba
Connie Lei Masuoka, D.M.D.
The Hiroshi & Janie Matsushima Family
Henry & Eulia Mishima
Taka Mizote
Alan Momohara

Faith H. Nagasawa
Millicent Naito
Gail Nakata
The Family of Margie Hiroko Ogawa
May & Shigeo Oka
Cheryl Okimoto-Russell
Karl Studnicka & Emi Oshima
Rick Spielman & Valerie Otani
Carolyn & William Saiget
Shiuko Sakai
Urang-Schuberth Family
Curtis Suyematsu
Raynette Yoshida & Ted Takamura
Ernest Takeda
Linda & Bill Tanaka
Tritia Toyota
Dr. James & Amy Tsugawa
Victor Yamada
Homer Yasui
Bob Yokoyama
Sue Oshiro-Zeier & John Zeier

In honor of William Sumio Naito
Erica Naito-Campbell

In memory of Walter & Yuki Fuchigami
Mike & Melody Fuchigami & Family

In memory of Tex & Miyuki Irinaga
Kenneth Irinaga

In memory of Henry “Wimpy” Kawata
Michael Kawata

In memory of Lilly Kaneko Takaki
Robert & Teresa Matsushima

In memory of Harue & Nug Ninomiya
Rikki Ninomiya

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. 
   Hidekichi Okazaki
Rikki Ninomiya

In memory of Yasutaro, Kuni, Henry, 
Lillian, Roy & Tom Oguri and Setsu Ueno
Toyoko Oguri

In memory of Misao Okimoto Park
Sherrie Park

In memory of Seitaro 
   & Shikiye Shimojima
Anne Shimojima

In honor of Adelyn & Kazuma Fujiwara
Douglas Smith

In memory of Elsie Takeoka Buma
Tom & Mitsy Takeoka

In memory of Nell Takeoka
Tom & Misty Takeoka

CULTIVATOR  $500–$999
Roberta Ando
Gresham-Troutdale JACL
Betty Jean Harry
Akiko Hashimoto & David Barnard
Chisao Hata
Dan Hinatsu
Patti Hirahara
Sumie Ishida
Carl & Valerie Itamura
Alice A. Kida
Bob & Janet Keegan

The Koyama Family
Jean Matsumoto
Stan F. Mayfield 
   and Mako Hayashi-Mayfield
Patty Namba
Obukan Judo Dojo
Sut & Neva Oishi
Ali O’Neill
Amy & John Peterson
Tracy Quan
Bea & Ken Saito
Donald & Diane Sayrizi
Robert & Lynette Sunamoto
Kathryn Tanaka
Lewis & Jean Tomita
Kerry & Becky Tymchuk
Lin & Rusty Wolfe
Judy Yamauchi
Jeff & Cathy Yarne
Cherie Okano Yokota
Lilly Yoshida

In memory of Mineo Inuzuka
Anonymous

In memory of Lilly Yuriko Kaneko Takaki
A’misa Chiu

In memory of Shohei & Tei Endow
The Cree Family

In memory of Alice Miyake Hosokawa  
   & Tora Miyake
Michael Hosokawa

In memory of Art & Teri Iwasaki
Bob Iwasaki

In memory of Ben S. 
   & Mary W. Kasubuchi
Kay Juran & Ben Kasubuchi

In memory of George Katagiri
Michiko Kornhauser

In memory of Ronald Naito MD
Lawrence & Pam Naito

In memory of Rodney T. Ninomiya
Rikki Ninomiya

In memory of John & Frances Ota
Jeremy Ota

In memory of Hachiro & Yoshino Takao  
    and Katsumi & Sakae Mishima
Amy & John Peterson

In memory of Hisako Saito
Carrie Saito

In memory of Ben & Frances Soejima
Audrey Watanabe

INITIATOR  $100–$499
Gerold Abbott
Alice Endo & C. Melvin Aikens
Ruth Akiyama
Anonymous
Sheldon Arakaki
Teruko “Terry” Arima
Rick & Betsy Asai
Winston & Jan Asai
Paul Ase
Randall Ase
Jim & Lois Azumano

With deep gratitude to all 
those WHO supported our 
Lighting the Legacy Campaign
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Joan Baldwin
Patricia Morioka Ballinger
Sumimoto-Barnes
Barbara Bellus
Ryan Blackmore
Margaret Bradyaz
Bruce M. Brenn
Jo Ann Burch
Ellen Bussing
Eliza Canty-Jones
Lucy Capehart
Wing Choy
Sarah & Terry Chung
Nancy Clayton
Terry & Debbie Coryell
Paulette Watanabe Crawshaw
Joi Doi
Robert & Noriko Dozono
Joy & Jon Duerr
A. Rodney Eckerson
Sean Egusa
Dick & Judy Elliott
Kay Endo
Yasuko Fields
Katherine Fischer
DF Forister & Gary Sheldon
Dr. Eugene H. Freund
Thomas T. Fujii
Robert & Peggy Fujimoto
William Fujimoto
Frank & Janet Fujitani
Wasco Fujiwara
Lori & Ray Fukunaga
Florence Fukushima
Karen Fukushima
Karen Fullerton
Nancy & Brian Furumasu
Kelsey Furuta
Joyce & Ray Gee
Pat Tamura Gilkerson
Tamie Goranson
Lynn & Scott Grannan
Scott Guptill
Wayne Hachiya
Marcia Hara
Florence Harada
Jessie Harry
Joyce Hasegawa & Ted R. Kesterson
Curt Hayashi
Toshiko Hayashi
Susan Heichel
Steve Hinatsu
Julie A. Hirai
Marisa Hirata, Room 202 
   Alameda Elementary School
Hirata Family
Michael Hirata
Ronald & Joann Hiromura
Paul & Joann Hirose
Arleen Hiuga-Musgrove
Michael Hosokawa
Sanny & Nadine Huey
Gary Imanishi
L.F. Inada
Kurtis & Candace Inouye
Robert & Racheal Inouye
Miyuki Irinaga
Michael & Janice Ishii
Shoun & Grace Ishikawa
Ellen Iwasaki
Kanako Iwase
Hisa Iwata
Lisa James
Janelle and Lee Jimerson
Scott Johnson
Fude Kagawa
Ryuko Kakishita

Jim & Shelley Kamikawa
Enoch & Carolyn Kanaya
S. Rose Kasahara
Gail Katagiri
Kathy Kato
Grace & Ed Kawasaki
Ken & Katie Kawazoe
Joyce Kikkawa
Karen Kimura
Kiko & Sho Kimura
Ken & Betty Kinoshita
Randy Kiyokawa
Nami Koida
Peter & Karen Koida
Lawrence Kojaku
Randy Choy & Kim Kono
Edna & Richard Koyama
Yoshio & Nikki Kurosaki
Chip & Setsy Larouche
Marcus Lee
Sylvia Lee
Chris & Susan Leedham
Thomas & Jane Light
Carole & Kent Lindell-Ross
Roger Locke
Catherine Malone
Neva Masuoka
Don & Diana Matsuda
Yoji & Martha Matsushima
Jenny Merrill
Sharon & Ray Michimoto
Annie & Gerry Migaki
Ryan Milley
TJM Seminars
Hank Mishima
Dan & Julianne Miura
Yoko Miwa
Richard & Jean Miyahira
Roger Miyaji
John & Nancy Murakami
Steven & Dorothy Murata
Ben, Will & Rob Naemura
Will & Colleen Naemura
John Nakada
James Nakadate
Neil Nakadate
Harry & Betty Nakamura
Corinne & John Nakamura-Rybak
Amy & Steve Nakano
Yuko Nakano
Frank Nakata
George & Keiko Nakata
Amy Nakayama
Rose Namba
Nicole Nathan
Yasuaki Ninomiya
Richard Nishimoto
Carver Oblander
Liz O’Donnell
Pam & Mike Oja
Susan Okada
Agnes K. Okamoto
Janice Okamoto
Lillian Okazaki
Gary Okino & Karen Fujimoto
Alfred Ono
Etsu & Herb Osaki
Eileen Ota
Debra Oyamada
Peter Pappas
James R. Nakadate
Joni Kimoto & Rod Reeves
James Rodgers
Melinda Rogers
Ellen Rosenblum
Abby Rotwein & Elissa Dingus
Mia Russell

Frances S. Gale
Rod Saiki & Ell Nasshahn
Robert Saito
Fred Sakaguchi
Loree & Ken Sakai
Henry S. Sakamoto & Lolita Sakamoto
Stephanie Sakauye
Amy Sakurai
Nathan Sasaki
Martha Schechtel
Cristina Schnider
Amanda Shannahan 
   & Charley Zimmerman
June & Stanley Shiigi
Beth Shiiki
Cathy Shikatani
Debra Shimamoto
Winner Shintani Family
Vicki Smith & Claude Burgoyne
Annie Soga
Nancy Soga
Robert Sorakubo
Kenji Spielman
Hiroko Stacey
Ellen & Charles Stearns
Lori Stegmann
Charles & Candace Strohm
Michelle K. Sugahiro, Attorney at Law
Bill & Ida Sugahiro
Barbara Surovell
Curtis & Mary Ann Suyematsu
Sahomi Tachibana
Jean Takasumi
Clifford Takemoto
Kirk Tambara
Ed & Katie Tamiyasu
Ramona Tamiyasu
Metta Tanikawa
Nadia & Clyde Tanita
Janet Toyooka Thibault
Sally Timm
Judy Tokubo
Rick & Sue Nakatani Tortorello
Naoki Uemura
Henry & Atami Ueno
Glen Ulmer
Allison Varga
Kaneko Wagar
Nancy Wakefield
David Walker
Nan Waller
Kathleen Walsh
Betty & David Walters
Beti ann Minamoto Wantroba
Dale Watanabe
Neil Watanabe
Tatsu & Ruth Watanabe
Duane Watari
May Watari
Mike Weedall
Roy Wesley
Lucy (Hartman) Wilson
Debbie Whitecotton
Jacqueline Goto Wolf
Fred Wong
Dave and Carolyn Woody
Sara Yada
Misako Yamamoto
Kenji & Yoshie Yamasaki
Masaru and Alice Yatabe
Linda Yogi & Greg Seitz
Robert & Susan Yoneda
Jay Yoshihara
Maki Yoshinaga
Roy & Tracey Yotsuuye
Minnie Young
Steve Young & Jane Fellows

In memory of Yoichi John Asari
Shunji Asari

In honor of Kaoru Ishibashi
Emilie Cederman-Haysom

In memory of George & Mary Mizuta
Martin Doern

In memory of Peggy Egusa
Sean Egusa

In honor of Enrique B Ferrer Jr.
Teresa Ferrer

In memory of Walter (Naoaki) 
   and Yuki Fuchigami
Calli Fuchigami

In memory of Yuki & Walter Fuchigami
Hannah Fuchigami

In memory of Walter & Yuki Fuchigami
Zachary and Chloe Longfellow

In honor of Lynn Fuchigami Parks
Michael Fuchigami

In honor of Dustin & Kate Gronso
Dale Gronso

In honor of Mark & Gale Gronso
Dale Gronso

In memory of Koe & Lilly Nishimoto
Gale Gronso

In memory of Iwao & Izumi Oyama
Dan Handa

In memory of Iwao & Izumi Oyama 
    and Mineko Oyama Handa
Douglas & Joyce Handa

In memory of Miyuki Irinaga
The Hara Family

In memory of Don & June Hearing
Charles Hearing

In memory of Katherine C. Hirai
Julie Hirai

In memory of Ko Hirata
Kento Hirata

In memory of Walter & Yuki Fuchigami
Chanel & Tyler Humphries

In memory of Arthur & Teri Iwasaki
Christi Iwasaki

In memory of Tai Funatake
Frederick Iwata

In memory of Rose Okamura
Melissa Kakimi
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One of the most highly 
anticipated and talked 
about artifacts shared in 
our museum is the historic 
jail cell where Minoru Yasui 
spent nine months in 
solitary confinement in 
the Multnomah County 
Jail for purposely violating 
the WWII military curfew 
imposed on people of 
Japanese ancestry. 

The formidable task of 
preserving and moving 
Min’s jail cell to our new 
museum was nothing short 
of monumental. Circum-
stances and people came 
together at just the right 
moment beginning with 
identifying the cell and its 
location in the jail through 
Min’s own written descrip-
tions. It was as if he’d left 
clues for his daughter, 
Holly, to later find. From 
there it was Nan Waller, 
then presiding judge of 
Multnomah County, who 
had the idea that some-
how the cell should be 
preserved—but who would be 
crazy enough to take this on? 
Min’s lead attorney in his appeal to 
the Supreme Court, Peggy Nagae, 
brought this to our attention. 

Acquiring the cell was a no-
brainer for our museum as we 
were already the stewards of his 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Min is the only Oregonian to 
receive this award. 

No matter that at the time 
we hadn’t yet determined 
the location of our new 
museum nor had any clue 
as to how to achieve this 
feat. Fast forward four 
years—with coordination 
of a dozen entities and 
individuals ranging from 
Multnomah County Com-
missioners to preservation 
architects and artist Brian 
Borrello—and the cell was 
extracted, moved, re-as-
sembled and literally built 
into our museum so visitors 
can now stand within its 
bars to view his Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom 
and hear audio in his own 
voice sharing what it was 
like to be incarcerated 
there. In this case, Min’s 
cell is an artifact that liter-
ally speaks to you.

Min’s Presidential Medal 
of Freedom citation states, 
“Minoru Yasui’s example 
endures as a reminder of 
the power of one voice 
echoing for justice.” This 

extraordinary exhibit will assure 
that Min’s voice and legacy will 
continue to inspire generations to 
come. 

Minoru Yasui’s Historic Jail Cell 
Top: Standing in the doorway 
of the jail cell is Portland artist, 
Brian Borrello who painstakingly 
reconstructed the cell after its 
removal from the Multnomah 
County Courthouse. 

Bottom: The Presidential Medal of 
Freedom awarded to Min Yasui 
in 2015.



The Unexpected Ups and Downs 
of Educating During a Pandemic

Although JAMO’s Museum 
galleries were closed from 
March 2020 to May 2021, our 
educational work has grown in 
new and surprising ways. As in-
person group tours and class-
room visits gave way to virtual 
presentations, we were able 
to broaden our geographical 
reach while continuing to work 
closely to educators to meet 
the needs of their students. 
JAMO speakers Lynn Grannan, 
Chisao Hata, Joni Kimoto, 
Jean Matsumoto, and George 
Nakata along with myself de-
livered talks and conversations 
via Zoom to student and adult 
audiences throughout the 
Portland metropolitan region 
and as far away as New York, 
London, and Tokyo. 

As the museum opens to the 
public, we are excited to unveil 
new educational experiences 
for visitors. First is our Biographi-
cal Passbook project which 

is designed to demonstrate 
to visitors the variety of dif-
ferent experiences of Japa-
nese Americans in Oregon. 
All visitors to the museum will 
receive a Passbook upon entry. 
Each book contains a short 
biography of one Japanese 
American Oregonian who lived 
during the World War II era. 
The passbook supplements the 
permanent exhibit, enabling 
visitors to see how large-scale 
events depicted in the exhibit 
impacted Japanese Ameri-
cans on an individual level.

The museum purchased two 
telepresence robots from Dou-
ble Robotics to use in the mu-
seum for virtual tours, research, 
and programming. The acquisi-
tion of these robots is thanks to 
a generous grant from the M.J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust. Stay 
tuned to see how we imple-
ment this new technology into 
our museum outreach. 

Finally, we have created a new 
guided tour experience which 
will hopefully be implemented 
this fall, or as soon as we are 
able to welcome large groups 
into the Museum. Museum 
docents and tour guides can 
expect to receive new tour 
materials and updates about 
tour guide training later this 
summer. If you are interested 
in becoming a tour guide, 
please email Jennifer Fang 
(jennifer@oregonnikkei.org). 

Thank you to all docents, 
speakers, and volunteers who 
have helped keep our 
educational programs running 
during this unprecedented 
time. Your hard work ensures 
that the story of Oregon’s 
Nikkei is one that is remem-
bered by students and 
adults alike.

—Jennifer Fang
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Frank Hachiya
1920 -1945

PASSBOOK
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The Oregon Rises Above Hate 
organization dedicated a billboard 
in Old Town Chinatown/Japantown 
on June 29, 2021. 
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One of the high-
lights of our new 
museum is a 
replica of a 
Minidoka barrack 
living quarters. The 
vignette, designed 
by Aldrich Pears 
Associates is con-
structed with wood 
from what was 
once the Post Office at the Minidoka 
incarceration camp in Idaho. The 
design committee thought using au-
thentic wood from Minidoka would 
create a powerful exhibit. Procuring 
it was quite an adventure.

On July 15 in the middle of a world-
wide pandemic, staff member 
James Rodgers (Project Coordinator) 
went by trains, planes and rental 
truck to bring back over 1,300 board 
feet of lumber to be used in our new 
permanent exhibit. 

After flying to Boise then renting a 
truck in Twin Falls, James drove 65 
miles to Carey, Idaho where the 
wood had been stored in a salvage 
yard for over 40 years. There he met 
Wade Vagias, NPS Superintendent 
of Craters of the Moon National 
Monument & Preserve, Hagerman 

Fossil Beds National Monument and 
Minidoka National Historic Site. Wade 
not only made the donation of the 
wood possible from the NPS admin-
istrative side, but also helped load 
the truck.

James drove the truck loaded with 
wood through the night to Portland 
and then on to Pacific Studio 
Design and Fabrication Company, 
in Seattle. Pacific Studio fabricated 
the components of the barrack in 
their Seattle studio. The construction 
was made difficult by the restrictions 
of Covid. Many Pacific Studio em-
ployees were working from home. 

The barrack vignette includes not 
only authentic lumber from the 
Minidoka Post Office but also arti-
facts from the museum’s collection 
that were made by incarcerees. 

Janice Okamoto 
donated a desk 
made from scrap 
lumber by her 
father Hisashi 
Okamoto. A 
greasewood 
sculpture, donated 
by Yoichi “Cannon” 
Kitayama, also 
made at Minidoka 

sits atop the desk. The washboard 
used by Rose Niguma’s family while 
they lived at Minidoka is also in 
the vignette.

The living spaces incarcerees 
occupied were constructed of green 
lumber covered in tar paper. The 
unseasoned lumber quickly dried out 
and let in the constantly blowing dust 
that had to be swept out daily. Bar-
rack “apartments” were heated by a 
coal stove and came with army cots 
and a bare light bulb that hung from 
the ceiling. Families used scrap ma-
terials found around camp to make 
tables, chairs and dressers. 

The barrack vignette is a physical 
reminder of the hardships the incar-
cerees endured while at Minidoka. 

—Lucy Capehart

The minidoka 
barrack 
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Consul General Masaki Shiga (far left) and Consul Hiroaki Sato (far right) toured 
the Japanese American Museum of Oregon on June 24th.
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